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merchant who had been trading with Arabia settled and
established a mart which grew into the flourishing port of
Calicut. He became the Koya (Qazi) of Calicut and his
successors fought on the side of the Zamorin against the Rajas
of the surrounding Nads. The Raja Valluvakona of Walavanada
was defeated and the management of the Mahamakham festival
at Tirumavayi and, with it, the predominance in Southern Mala-
bar, passed into the Zamorin's hands.24 The Muslim family of
*Ali Rajas (Lords of the deep) who were the admirals and
ministers of the Kolattiri Rajas were, according to one tradition,
the descendants of an Arab Musalman who had been invited
from their native land by Cheraman Perumal and were installed
as Chiefs of Kannanur (Cannanore) ; according to another
tradition, the first chieftain of the family was a Nayar who was
a minister of the Kolattiri and who embraced Islam but was
retained in his post on account of his skill and ability.25

The Zamorin thought so highly of the Muslims that he
definitely encouraged conversion in order to man the Arab
ships on which he depended for his aggrandizement , he gave
orders that in every family of fishermen (Makkuvans) in his
^iominion one26 or more of the male members should be brought
up as Muhammadans.

In the following centuries the influence of Islam continued
to wax, as the testimony of travellers and geographers
demonstrates.

Mas'udi27 who visited India in the beginning of the tenth
century (9!6 A.D.) found over ten thousand Muslims of Siraf,
Oman, Basra and Baghdad at Seymore (the modern Chaul),
besides numerous others who were children of Arabs born there.
They had their own chief whose title was Hazama (probably
Hunarmand) and who received his authority from the Hindu
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